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Sequel  of  the  Cafe  of  an  Extra-uterine  Feet  us ,4 
partly  voided  through  an  Ahfcefs  in  the  Ab- 
domen. Fublifhed  in  The  Annals  of  Medi- 
cine, 1797;  p.  317.  By  Mr  John  Major 
Wilfon,  Surgeon  to  the  Weftminjler  Hofpital. 


I Feel  great  fatisfa&ion,  in  being  enabled  to 
fulfil  my  promife  to  the  public,  by  laying 
before  them  a defeription  of  the  parts  con- 
cerned in  the  formation  of  the  difeafe,  of  which 
I formerly  gave  an  account.  An  opportunity 
of  a thorough  inveftigation  has  lately  prefent- 
ed  itfelf  by  the  death  of  the  patient.  I beg 
leave,  however,  previoufly  to  offer  an  account 
of  the  difeafe,  from  the  date  of  my  former 
paper  to  the  day  of  the  patient’s  death. ! 

The  poor  woman  remained  in  the  Weft- 
minfler  Hofpital,  till  the  month  of  June  1798, 
during  which  time  her  complaint  had  not, 
apparently,  undergone  the  flighted:  altera- 
tion. No  more  of  the  bones  had  been  ex- 
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pelled ; the  aperture  in  the  lkin  preferved, 
as  nearly  as  poffible,  its  original  appearance ; 
and  the  difcharge  of  pus  Hill  continued  to  be 
very  copious.  I mud  remark,  however,  that 
none  was  voided  by  the  rectum,  fince  the  firfl 
breaking  of  the  abfcefs. 

The  patient’s  general  health  was  alfo  tole- 
rably good ; which,  1 think,  may  be  princi- 
pally attributed  to  the  unremitted  exhibition 
of  cordials  and  nutrient  diet. 

She  did  not  complain  of  any  other  uneafi- 
nefs,  than  a flight  degree  of  pain  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  abfcefs. 

At  this  period,  the  patient’s  flay  in  the 
houfe  had  very  far  exceeded  the  ufual  ii- 
mits  allowed  by  the  regulation  ; and,  her 
cafe  being  likely  to  prove  of  long  continuance, 
the  Board  of  the  Hofpital  thought  it  proper  to 
difcharge  her.  The  poor  creature,  however, 
being  totally  deflitute  of  the  means  of  fub- 
fiflence,  again  folicited  the  protedlion  of  the 
Hofpital;  which  was  granted.  And  flie  was 
a fecond  time  admitted  into  the  houfe  ; when 
fhe  immediately  refumed  her  former  diet, 
and  the  free  ufe  of  the  decodt.  cinchonas. 

Such 
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Such  was  her  condition  till  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember. 

At  this  time,  her  health,  which  had  been 
hitherto  but  little  affedted,  began  rapidly  to  de- 
cline j and,  at  the  beginning  of  this  month, 
(November),  llie  was  under  the  neceffity  of 
keeping  her  bed  altogether.  The  pain  was 
become  confiderably  more  violent.  She  pair- 
ed reftlefs  nights,  and  her  appetite  totally  left 
her.  Hedtic  fymptoms  foon  made  their  ap- 
pearance ; with  a fmall,  quick,  and  feeble 
pulfe,  and  a diarrhaea  took  place,  which 
was  fucceeded,  on  the  following  day  by  nau- 
fea  and  vomiting,  immediately  upon  the  re- 
ception of  food  into  the  ftomach. 

An  emetic  was  exhibited,  with  a view  to 
remove  the  caufe  of  the  ficknefs,  but  without 
fuccefs.  Inflead  of  pus,  the  abfcefs  difchar- 
ged  a thin  ichorous  fluid  of  a dark  colour, 
and  offenflve  fmell ; which,  by  its  acrimony, 
excoriated  every  part  with  which  it  came  in 
contact. 

All  thefe  fymptoms  gradually  increafed 
in  violence  ; till  the  patient,  being  no  longer 
able  to  fullain  the  very  great  degree  of  irrita- 
tion, the  want  of  nourilhment,  and  the  ex- 
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ceffive  evacuations,  at  length  fell  a victim  tq 
the  difeafe,  on  the  2 2d  of  this  month. 

On  the  2d  day  from  her  death,  the  body 
was  examined,  in  the  prefence  of  Mr  Lynn, 
and  feveral  other  gentlemen  of  the  Faculty. 
In  order  to  encompafs  the  feat  of  the  difeafe, 
a femicircular  incilion  was  made,  which  began 
about  three  inches  above  the  crifta  of  the 
ilium,  upon  the  right  fide ; and,  being  conti- 
nued above  the  umbilicus,  terminated  at  the 
fame  diftance  from  the  ilium  on  the  oppofite 
fide.  Upon  removing  the  integuments,  the  ap-  . 
pearances  were  as  follows. 

The  omentum  adhered  to  the  inteftines,  and 
to  the  peritonaeum  lining  the  parietes  of  the 
abdomen  in  the  vicinity  of  the  navel. 

The  inteftines  had  formed  numerous  adhe- 
fions  with  each  other;  and  there  was  every 
appearance  of  preceding  fevere  and  general 
inflammation.  Upon  feparating  the  omentum 
from  the  adhefions  at  the  navel,  a hard  com- 
pact tumor  was  difcovered,  of  very  conflder- 
able  magnitude,  firmly  connected  in  the  great- 
er part  of  its  length  with  the  parietes  of  the 
abdomen  ; its  fuperior  edge  terminating  about 
two  inches  below  the  umbilicus,  and  extend- 
ing 
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ing  in  breadth  an  inch  and  a quarter  each 
way. 

At  this  place,  the  external  aperture  com- 
municated with  the  tumor,  in  which  the  bones 
of  the  foetus  could  be  diftincfly  felt  by  the 
introduction  of  a probe  at  the  opening  of  the 
ikin. 

This  tumor,  at  its  inferior  extremity,  was  fo 
completely  united  with  the  bones  of  the  pil- 
bes,  that,  at  a fubfequent  examination,  by  dif- 
fedtion,  it  was  found,  that  the  portion  of  the 
fac  in  contadt  with  the  bones,  was,  as  it  were, 
blended  with,  and  partook  of  the  nature  of  the 
cartilaginous  fubftance  which  lines  their  fupe- 
rior  and  inner  edge. 

The  beginning  of  the  figmoid  (lexion  of  the 
colon  was  largely  connected  to  the  fuperior 
part  of  the  tumor,  by  the  membrane  of  adhe- 
fion.  The  fame  inteftine,  jutt  as  it  becomes 
redtum,  was  again  united  to  the  tumor,  on  the' 
oppofite  fide,  by  a fhort  crofs  canal,  formed  by 
the  thickened  membrane  of  inflammation. 

When  the  abdomen  was  firlt  opened,  I con- 
ceived this  difeafed  body  to  be  the  uterus ; 
but,  upon  a minute  infpedtion  into  the  cavity 
of  the  pelvis,  the  uterus  was  difeovered  in  its 
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proper  fituation,  and  certainly  not  larger  than 
its  natural  fize,  confidering  that  the  woman 
had  been  the  mother  of  five  children.  The 
broad  ligament,  with  the  ovarium,  and  falo- 
pian  tube  of  the  right  fide,  were  perfectly  dif- 
tindl.  The  ovarium  was  healthy ; but  the 
ligament  and  tube  had  partaken  of  the  gene- 
ral inflammatory  procefs,  and  were  connected 
to  the  outfide  of  the  tumor.  . 

On  the  other  fide,  not  the  leaft  veftige  of 
the  broad  ligament,  ovarium,  or  falopian  tube, 
could  be  detected  : But,  in  lieu  of  thefe,  the 
above  defcribed  tumor  was  obferved  taking 
its  origin  from  the  left  fide  of  the  fundus 
uteri,  from  which  it  derived  a covering ; a 
continuation  of  the  peritonaeum.  I am  rather 
inclined  to  believe,  that  it  was  formed  by  the 
falopian  tube,  from  its  immediate  continuity 
with  the  uterus,  and  from  its  great  fimilarity 
to  a cafe  publilhed  by  Dr  Clarke ; wherein  it 
was  clearly  proved,  that  the  foetus  was  formed 
in  the  falopian  tube  *. 

The  bladder,  in  its  collapfed  ftate,  was  en- 
tirely concealed  by  the  tumor,  which  extend- 
ed fo  low  down  in  the  pelvis,  as  to  fill  up 
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nearly  one  half  of  the  fpace  which  had  for- 
merly been  occupied  by  the  bladder  in  its 
ftate  of  diilenfion.  This  laft  being  inflated,  we 
perceived  that  the  tumor  had  formerly  had  an 
extenfive  adhelion  with  the  fundus  of  the 
bladder  ; which  was  found  confiderably  alter- 
ed from  its  natural  form.  The  reafon  of  this 
was  fufficiently  obvious ; for  the  bladder,  in 
the  aft  of  diilenfion.  meeting,  at  its  fuperior 
part,  with  a refilling  body,  (the  tumor),  was 
only  capable  of  being  dillended  laterally : The 
confequence  of  which  was,  that  its  tranlverfe 
diameter  became  confiderably  greater  than 
the  longitudinal.  By  thefe  means,  it  had  ac- 
quired a particularly  flattened  appearance ; 
giving  the  idea  of  being  under  the  influence 
of  preflure. 

We  now  proceeded  to  examine  the  infide  of 
the  tumor. 

A circular  piece  being  removed  from  the 
fac,  upon  the  left  fide,  there  rufhed  out  a large 
quantity  of  a thin  fluid,  of  a greenifh  yellow 
colour,  fomewhat  limilar  to  the  difcharge  that 
had  taken  place  a tew  days  previous  to  the 
death  of  the  patient.  The  cavity  was  com- 
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pletely  filled  up  with  bones  lying  one  upon 
the  other  in  every  direction,  and  upon  which 
the  Tides  of  the  fac  had  contracted  To  ftrongly, 
as  to  alter,  in  many  of  them,  the  natural 
fiiape  • particularly  thofe  of  the  head  and 
face.  Indeed,  in  every  part,  the  fac  had  ac- 
commodated itfelf  to  the  lhape  of  the  bones, 
by  which  its  internayfurface  had  acquired  the 
appearance  of  having  been  in  a ftate  of  ulce- 
ration ; which,  I make  no  doubt,  had  been 
the  cafe  to  a certain  degree.  It  varied  (as 
might  be  fuppofed)  confiderably  in  thicknefs, 
no  where  exceeding  the  third  of  an  inch  ; and 
was,  in  one  or  two  places,  fo  extremely  thin, 
as  to  form  projections  externally,  which  af- 
lumed  the  lhape  ol  the  bones  that  were  im- 
mediately under  them. 

In  the  centre  of  this  heap  of  bones  was  a 
large  mafs  of  folt  parts,  in  a ftate  of  putrefac- 
tion, Some  of  the  bones  of  the  fpine  were 
ftill  retained  in  their  fituation,  by  the  inter- 
vertebral lubftance  ; and  many  of  the  ribs 
were  connected  to  each  other  by  the  inter- 
coftal  mufcles,  but  not  the  flighted:  appear- 
ance of  placenta  or  cartilage  was  preferved. 

Having 
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Having  cleared  the  fac,  I dire&ed  my  at- 
tention to  the  conne&ion  of  the  tumor  with 
the  lowed  part  of  the  colon.  I have  dif- 
covered  a diretd  communication  between 
them,  and  the  paflage  entirely  blocked  up 
with  an  os  humeri,  which  had  been  endea- 
vouring to  make  its  efcape  into  the  inteftine, 
and  had  forced  itfelf  very  nearly  half  through 
the  opening. 

A fimilar  circumflance  had  taken  place  at 
the  other  adhefion  with  the  gut,  where  a rib 
and  two  or  three  fmall  bones  had  been  at- 
tempting to  make  their  exit  from  the  fac. 
By  thefe  means,  the  paflages  into  the  colon 
were  fo  completely  filled  up,  as  to  be  imper- 
vious ; except  to  a very  fmall  portion  of  air, 
which  efcaped  from  the  inteftine  when  infla- 
ted. Upon  removing  the  bones,  the  gut  im- 
mediately collapfed. 

The  communications  above  mentioned  will, 
without  doubt,  account  fufficiently  for  the 
difcharge  of  matter  by  the  redlum  ; whilit  the 
fituation  of  the  bones  in  their  fpecific  cavi- 
ties will  explain  the  non-continuance  of  it. 

As  to  the  difcharge  of  pus,  which  has  been 
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defcribecl  as  having  palled  through  the  vagina, 
1 rather  fufpedt  that  the  patient  mult  have 
been  deceived,  fince  that  canal  was  perfedlly 
healthy  through  its  whole  length. 

At  the  lower  part  of  the  cavity  of  the  tu- 
mor, where  the  fac  was  connected  with  the 
fundus  of  the  bladder,  a portion  of  the  former 
v/as  completely  dellroyed  by  ulceration;  fo 
that,  in  that  particular  fpot,  the  bladder  was 
expofed,  and  was  itfelf  affifling  in  the  forma- 
tion of  the  fac. 

I have  now  completed  the  hiftory  of  this 
extraordinary  procels  of  Nature  ; to  which  I 
mult  take  the  liberty  to  fubjoin  the  following 
remarks : viz. 

ill,  That  the  length  of  time  during  which 
the  foetus  had  remained  in  the  falopian  tube, 
induces  me  to  believe,  that  the  uterus  (in  the 
early  part  of  pregnancy)  had  undergone  the 
variety  of  changes  incident  to  conception, 
and  which  are  l'poken  of  by  authors  as  alfo 
taking  place  in  cafes  of  extra-uterine  foetufes ; 
and  that  the  membrana  decidua  was  expel- 
led from  the  uterus,  in  one  or  other  of  the  hte- 
morrhages  which  (in  the  former  paper)  have 
been  defcribed  to  have  occurred. 

2d, 


2d,  The  prefence  of  the  tumor  will  fatif- 
factorily  explain  the  fenle  of  weight  at  the 
lower  part  of  the  abdomen ; and  will  alfo 
account  for  the  concomitant  fuppreffion  of 
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